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I'm Gonna Wait Til the Midnight Hour
As the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act wends its way to the
President's desk for signing into law, smart tax
planning is still possible before year end. Abacus is
delving into the 500-page Act to uncover the practical
planning tips for each of our clients. This back-of-the-
envelope summary highlights the key provisions that

will affect most of us. Curious about the impact on your personal tax return over
time? This Tax Policy Center analysis highlights your possible percent change in
after-tax income in 2019, 2025, and 2027. Wondering about the impact on the
economy? The Tax Foundation shares its macroeconomic model's ranking of the
growth factor for each new tax provision. 

It Takes a Village

…to help older residents in your neighborhood
continue to live at home as long as they wish. Initiated
by the AARP, the “village” movement inspires
communities to create membership networks that
support older adults' ability to successfully age in their
own homes and communities. Columbia has
the FriendShip Mission and Greenville is establishing
the Village Loop. Check this Village to Village Map to locate a network in your
community.

Meet our Team

What's on your bucket list? In 2017, four Abacus team
members reached milestone anniversaries marked by
month-long sabbaticals. Susan McCants, celebrating
her 15th year with Abacus, enjoyed the pleasures of
her own back yard including time hiking with her
daughters. "Go West young man" was the hallmark

ofCharles Flowers’s sabbatical (another 15-year veteran) who travelled
thesouthwest—tent and young daughter in hand. Coming in at ten
years, Bethany Griffith’s adventures included Europe and North Africa. Corinne
Hanna brought joy to us all with the birth of Ian Hanna, a highlight of her five
years with Abacus. The sabbatical is time to refresh, explore, reflect.  What's on
your bucket list?

A New Year's Resolution

Jeff Bezos, of Amazon fame, is an inspiration to many
entrepreneurs. Bezos’s Day One 1997 letter to
shareholders is a must read for all business owners
who are setting goals. Start your business's New
Year’s resolution process with a review of Bezos's
annual shareholder letters. And remember: Bezos
also allows his young children access to knives and
power tools! 

Athena's Corner: BitCoin—Digital Mania or
Next Generation Currency?

You might be scratching your head (as are Warren
Buffet and Jamie Dimon) over the BitCoin mania.
Curious about whether to invest? Economist Woody
Brock provides the economic theory for the future
value of BitCoin. Patrick O’Shaunney’s podcasts give
you a bit of the practical rationale for BitCoin's current

popularity and future integration into our economic system.  
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